
Draft Statement of Principles under the Gambling Act 2005 – Consultation Responses Received During
the Public Consultation Processes.

NAME STATUS COMMENTS

CORAL RACING BETTING SHOP
OPERATOR

SEE ATTACHED LETTER

GOSSCHALKS SOLICITORS SEE ATTACHED LETTER

HANAN SAKHI RESIDENT Dear sir/ madam,

I live in 181 links road, tooting sw17 9ep. I have noticed many
gambling shops have opened recently in my area and I am concerned
especially as I see many youngsters getting addicted to gambling and
finding it very hard to give up. This also very difficult for parents of
young adults who are starting their lives spending more time in these
gambling shops instead of college or university getting an education.

I would like these gambling shops to disappear from my area as it has
been poisonous for the community.

Kind regards

Hanan Sakhi

Sent from my iPhone
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Environmental Health, Trading Standards & Licensing  

London Borough of Merton 

Merton Civic Centre 

Morden 

Surrey 

SM4 5DX 

 

14
th

  September 2015 

Dear Sir, 

Consultation on London Borough of Merton’s Statement of Principles – Gambling Act 2005 

Coral Racing Limited is most grateful to be given the opportunity to respond to this consultation exercise. Coral was 

one of the first national bookmakers to be licensed under the Betting and Gaming Act of 1960, and so has been 

operating the length and breadth of the UK for over 50 years.  Its premises comprise locations in the inner city, on the 

high street, in suburbs and in rural areas, and in areas of both high and low deprivation. It now operates 1850 betting 

offices across Great Britain, which comprise about 20% of all licensed betting offices. It is, therefore, a highly 

experienced operator. 

Coral Racing Limited recognise that your updated version is very similar to the current document and as such are 

supportive. It again notes that the Board when considering applications are still required to ‘aim to permit gambling’ 

where this is ‘reasonably consistent with the licensing objectives’. The Statement does not include as far as we are 

aware that the Council should not take into account any moral objections to gambling and if this is missing, we kindly 

suggest that it is amended. 

Coral Racing Limited recognise the requirement to supply risk assessments with future applications & variations 

following the consultation completion (requirement is from 6
th

 April 2016) and whilst this is briefly mentioned on Page 

7, we are pleased to note that the Council has not included a long list of locations which are suggested as not being 

suitable for a licenced betting office. Such inclusions are not backed up by fact and whilst it is noted that also on page 

7, the document (and the previous statement) indicated that schools and residential areas with children will be taken 

into account for all applications, Coral Racing would caution against making immediate judgements in such cases – it is 

noted that each case will be judged on its merits. 

Coral knows of no evidence that children coming from schools are gaining access to betting offices. Coral’s general 

experience, in common with other bookmakers, is that children are not interested in betting, and in any case the 

Think 21 policy operated by Coral is adequate to ensure that under-age gambling does not occur in their premises. 

There are very many examples of betting offices sited immediately next to schools and colleges across the country and 

no evidence whatsoever that they cause problems.  

Coral’s experience is that through all it does, it achieves an exemplary degree of compliance already, and attracts 

negligible evidence of regulatory harm. Through the additional local risk assessment to be introduced, Coral believe 

that these should be a) to assess specific risks to the licensing objectives in the local area, and b) to assess whether 

control measures going beyond standard control measures are needed. 
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If we can provide any further information, we would be pleased to do so. 

 

Yours faithfully, 

John Liddle 

Director of Development – Coral Retail 
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The linked image cannot be displayed.  The file may have been moved, renamed, or deleted. Verify that the link points to the correct file and location.
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